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LAW OF THE SEA ~- THE CRUCTAL PHASE 
ANNCR: 


THE UNITED NATIONS LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE ENDED 
EIGHT WEEKS OF HARD WORK FRIDAY ~- WORK DESIGNED TO 
PRODUCE A URITVERSAL CODE OF LA! GOVERHING RELATIONS 
SETWEEN NATIONS SIMILAR TO THE INTERSIATIONAL BODY OF LAI! 
REGULATING THEM ON LAND. VOA'S FRED GALVA! HAS THIS 
BACKCROUND REPORT ON NiIAT THE JUST-CONCLUDED NEW YORK 
COHFEREACE ACHIEVED -~ AND WHAT REHATIS TO BE DONE, 

VOICE: 

SOME HARD COHPROHISES WERE STRUCK AT THE NEW YORK 
MEETING ~- AilID SOME EVEN HARDER STILL REMAIN TO BE REACHED. 
THE GENERAL HOPE OF THE MORE THAI! ONE HUNDRED FIFTY 
NATIONS REPRESENTED AT THE LA!) OF THE SEA COUFERENCE IS 
THAT AT LEAST SO-tE -~ TF NOT ALL ~- OF THE COHPROIISES 
HECESSARY TO PRODUCE A COMPREHENSIVE LAW OF THE SEA WILE 
BE REACHED AT THE NEXT SESSION OF THE U.N. SPONSORED 
NEETING -~- AGAIN SCHEDULED FOR SEVEI! WEEKS IN NEU YORK 
BEGINNING AUGUST SECOND. 

THE SESSION JUST ENDED, HOWEVER, PRODUCED SOME 
SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES FOR A PROJECT THAT HAS TAKEN MORE THAN 
THIRTY YEARS TO REACH PROXIMITY TO ITS GOAL. THE DELEGATES 
WORKENG MOSTLY IN CLOSED SESS1O0?S REACHED GENERAL AGREE-~ 
MENT OM SUCH ISSUES AS AN EXTENSION OF THE TERRITORIAL SEA 
CONCEPT FROM ITS TRADITIONAL THREE MILE LINIT TO TWELVE 
MILES BY COASTAL STATES. COi'SENSUS ALSO CARE AFTER HARD 


BARGAINING ON A HEV CONCEPT -- THE CREATIO!! OF AN ECONOMIC 
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ZONE OF TO HUNDRED MILES FOR COASTAL STATES. GENERAL 
ACCEPTANCE ALSO WAS ACHIEVES OF CERTAIP ASPECTS OF 
LTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF POLLUTIOW OF THE WORLD'S SEAS CAUSED 
BY INTERHATIONAL SHIPPIUGC. 

BUT THE EIGHT-\'EEK CONFERENCE FAILED TO REACH AGREEMENT 
ON OTHER ISSUES GENERALLY CONCEDED TO BE CRUCIAL TO THE 
VOLE CONCEPT OF A CONPREYENSTVE Ti. TERNATIONAL BODY 
OF TARITINE LAY, HEADING THE LIST OF THESE OUTSTANDING KEY 
PROBLEISS IS THAT OF EQUITA7L DISTRIBUTION OF THE MINERAL 
4EALTH OF THE DEEP SEA-CEO. THE DEVELOPLiG NATIOUS 
WANT DEEP SEARED RESGURCES TO SE UNDER THE CONTROL OF At 


INTERUATIONAL AUTHORITY. THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES, 


HOWEVER, PREFER A fYXED SYSTCi:. THAT IS TO SAY, ONE THAT 
PROVIDES FOR PRIVATE EXPLOITATION OF ItHilERALS BUT ALSO 
PROVIDES INTERNATIONAL SHARIPG OF THE WORLD'S UNDERWATER 
WEALTH, 

OTHER ISSUES Of LICH THE [IBt) YORK NEETING FAILED TO 
REACH CONSENSUS INCLUDE QUESTIONS AFFECTIHG LAND-LOCKED 
NATIOUS OR THOSE WITH SHORT COASTLINES. THEY WANT THC 
FINAL TREATY TO PROVIDE FOR ACCESS BY THEM TO THE ECONOMIC 
ZOMES OF NORE GEOGRAPHICALLY FAVORED NATIONS. STILL 
ANOTHER OUTSTANDING ISSUE IS THAT OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH -~ 
THESE SAME LAHD-LOCKED AHD GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVA:TAGED 
NATIONS HAVE JOINED OTHERS [ii THE DEVELOPING WORLD IM 
RESISTING UNRESTRICTED RIGHTS FOR TECHNICALLY-ADVANCED 
WATIONS TO CARRY OUT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH Hit TERRITORIAL OR 


ECONOHIC WATERS OF SOME OF THEI}. 
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THESE, THEN, ARE A SALPLIUG OF THE PROGLEIIS THAT THE 
HEXT SEVEN-VEEK SESSION WILL FACE. COUFERENCE PRESIDENT 
HAMILTON S. AMERASINGHE OF SRI LANKA SAID THAT MEETIIG 
TASK WILL BE TO IDENTIFY ANB RESOLVE THE ISSUES OF WHICH 
A COMHSENSUS IS STILL HEEDED. CUT HE DID HOT SOUND TOO 
HOPEFUL THAT THE AUGUST SESSIOi! WOULD GO BEYOIID THAT 
LIMITED GOAL TO PRODUCE A FHIUAL COMPREHENSIVE LA OF THE 
SEA TREATY. 

HOWEVER, OTHER DELEGATES WERE SLIGHTLY MORE OPTIMISTIC. 
U.S. CHEEF DELEGATE T. VItHCERT LEARSOI!, FOR EXAMPLE, SAIO 
THE JUST-ENDED MEETING HAD HADE MEASURABLE PROGRESS TOWARD 
ITS ULTIMATE Alli. AND HE ADDED THAT PROSPECTS FOR COMPLETION 
OF VORK ON THE OVER-ALL TREATY TI! AUGUST AND SEPTCNMEER ARE 
SETTER THAN FIFTY PCRCENT. 
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